
Dorstenia gigas: A Legendary Specimen

Dorstenia gigas is an exceptionally rare, prehistoric-looking succulent that captures the imagination of 

plant enthusiasts worldwide. It is endemic solely to the remote, isolated Socotra Archipelago in 
Yemen—an island famous for its highly distinct, unusual biodiversity.

Because of its extreme scarcity in the wild, wild populations are strictly protected by conservation 

laws. As a legendary specimen in the plant world, cultivated plants are highly sought after by 

collectors. However, due to their incredibly slow growth rate, they remain uncommon in the nursery 

trade and are usually carefully propagated from just a handful of historical clones or seeds.

Belonging to the Moraceae (fig) family, this botanical masterpiece is prized for its massive, water-

storing swollen trunk (caudex) and its bizarre, star-shaped blooms. It thrives in warm, arid 

environments and naturally adopts a dramatic, sculptural, bonsai-like appearance.

Key Characteristics

Striking Silhouette: Features a thick, bulbous caudex topped with a crown of vibrant green, 
beautifully textured, pillowed leaves.
Unique Blooms: Produces highly unusual, yellowish-green, shield- or star-shaped flowers during 
the spring and fall.
Growth Habit: While it remains a slow-growing, manageable plant indoors, it can reach towering, 
incredible heights in its native habitat.

Essential Care Guide

In the wild, Dorstenia gigas clings to high, rocky cliffs. Replicating this dry, sharply draining 

environment is the secret to keeping this rare plant thriving.

Light: Requires bright light. Provide daily direct sunlight to keep the growth tight and compact.
Watering: Water moderately from spring to fall, but always allow the soil to dry out completely 
between waterings to prevent root rot. Drastically reduce watering during its winter dormancy.
Soil: Plant in a very fast-draining gritty mix. Use a premium cactus or succulent soil heavily 
amended with pumice, perlite, or coarse sand.
Temperature: This tropical island native is strictly not frost-tolerant. Protect it from frost by 
bringing it inside or heavily wrapping it during cold snaps to prevent severe damage.


